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"When a thing
is funny, search
it carefully for a
hidden truth."

- George Bernard Shaw

Finding Your Life Purpose
by Joe Sturniolo

The two most important days in a person's life are the day they are born
and the day they discover why they were born. 

George Bernard Shaw made a very revealing statement that relates
perfectly.  He said:

"This is the true joy in life...being used for a purpose recognized by
yourself as a mighty one...I am of the opinion that my life belongs
to the whole community and as long as I live it is my privilege to do
for it whatever I can.  I want to be thoroughly used up when I die. 
For the harder I work the more I live.  I rejoice in life for its own
sake.  Life is no brief candle to me, it is a sort of splendid torch
which I've got to hold up for the moment and I want to make it
burn as brightly as possible before handing it on to future
generations." 
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Do you think that George Bernard Shaw had found his Lion within?  Did
you notice the fourth sentence in his quote?  "for the harder I work the
more I live."  That is a sure sign you have found you life purpose and
unleashed the Lion within.  You are energized when you work for the
good of others.  You are never bored or burned out. 

My job as a Financial Planner is to help families find their life-purpose
and the purpose for their family's wealth.  When they do, there is an
explosion of excitement, motivation and passion that drive the balance
of the planning process.  

Donating via the Government?

by Dan Christopherson

A November 9 article by Shelly Banjo in the Wall
Street Journal indicates the gulf between private
philanthropy and public philanthropy is narrowing,
with both entities coming together increasingly to
fund charitable projects.

Prime example:
through one of his
foundations, financier
George Soros in August
gave $35 million to New
York state to provide
funding for cash
payments to poor families with school-age children. 
Soros' largesse earned the state $140 million in
matching federal funds.

Even to an investor with the acumen and track record
of Soros, taking $35 million and turning it into $175
million is an exceptionally well played investment.

Louisiana, Ohio and Texas - among others - are states
promulgating private-public philanthropic efforts, as
are the cities of Boston, Chicago and New York.
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Recommended reading:

The Third Chapter: Passion, Risk, and Adventure
in the 25 Years After 50

By Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot

 
For anyone who has ever cringed at being described
as a "senior citizen," with all the implications of
diminished capabilities, passion and purpose that
term implies, here's a book that illustrates that, these
days, people age 50 and beyond are living more
active and more meaningful lives than ever before.
 
The author, Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot, is a renowned
sociologist and chair of the board of the MacArthur
Foundation.  Taking note that Americans are living
longer, healthier lives, she became intrigued with how
we view ourselves and our aspirations for the 25-year
span in our lives between ages 50 and 75, a phase
she describes as "neither young nor old."
 
The characters who inhabit The Third Chapter -- the
many people the author interviewed -- relate their
personal stories in a way that shows passion,
risk-taking, learning and contribution can take on
new, more vivid dimensions once the onus of child-
rearing and the self-imposed burdens of  career-
climbing and status-seeking are set aside.  
 
The author succeeds in illuminating the ways in which
The Third Chapter generation is redefining the
potential for growth and transformation, gaining for
people more benefits from their older years than just
their senior citizen discount.

Click here to order The Third Chapter
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