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"Ships are safe

within the harbor,

but is that what

ships are for?"

Personal Transformation
by Joe Sturniolo

The obstacles to our transformation into God like creatures pursuing our
gifts to impact the lives of others is absolutely overwhelming. Without
prayer and God's help we are doomed to failure. Grace is the only
means to that end. The transformation of the inner being is as much or
more a gift of grace as is our justification before God. Neither one is
wholly passive. If you want to be forever lost you merely need to do
nothing.

Projects of personal transformation rarely occur by accident. Effective,
long lasting transformation must have conscious involvement,
developing from the "inside" of our personality. That is how a new life
becomes our life. That intention followed by effort and prayer are
manifested in a level of peace that transcends our circumstances. I
believe that peace is the reward and sign of a life that is union with
God's purpose for us. Whether that is in our most personal relationships
or job or play, peace is the result of pursuing God's mission for us.
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I know this is true in my own life. Last year I spent thousands of dollars
and numerous hours spreading the message of ROAR with very little
results. This year I gave all to God's plan for me and waited on his
direction as I pursued every person and message that I thought was
from Him. I am at peace with the direction of ROAR and with each stage
in the journey this year.  It has also been true of my relationship with
my wife. Waiting patiently on the Lord for direction and guidance has
produced magnificent results and above all a peace that defies any
circumstance and challenge that I have faced this year and there have
been many.

I can testify to the message of God that if we intend to do His will in our
lives that we will achieve more fulfillment and peace. To ROAR is to find
the Lion within, which is God in our lives. We must trust that the real
happiness that we all seek rests only in the hand of our maker. He has a
plan for us no matter what our age or position in life. It is time to
unleash the Lion within so that others lives are moved by our life.

Give It the Old College Try

by Dan Christopherson

The storyline: A widow,
Abby Abbott, has money
problems and needs to tap
the family trust in order to
pay for her daughter's
college tuition. To do so, however, Abby must also
become a co-ed or she can't touch the money. After
passing her entrance exams, Abby goes to college
and becomes very popular.

That was the gist of the story back in 1949, when the
Loretta Young comedy "Mother Is a Freshman"
premiered.

Back then, the idea of a middle-aged person enrolling
a college was a fanciful notion - the makings of
comedy.
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These days, though, there are legions of middle-aged
and older people enrolling in community colleges and
four-year universities.  And some universities even
offer off-campus housing for older students.

An article in the April 20, 2009 issue of U.S News and
World Report illuminated some fascinating facts about
the trend toward older student enrollment in degree-
granting institutions:

According to the American Council on Educations,
about 60 percent of colleges offer tuition waivers for
older adults. That's right - free tuition.
The council reports that about half of those over age 50
enrolled in community colleges are doing so to retool
their careers, the other half are doing it for the
enjoyment of learning.
88 percent of community colleges offer courses
designed specifically for those over age 50.

One way to seek out what ROAR calls the "Lion
Within" is to open yourself to a bigger world of ideas
and opportunities, the role of any good college.  And
if you have found that lion, sometimes it needs a little
training (or taming) to accomplish all it can - another
good reason to enroll in college - whether as a
freshman or not.

For more information, visit: U.S.News Education
Center

That Roared
available

online through
Amazon.com or

other book sellers.
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